A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
the brain, the blood vessels, and especially the heart.1 He
intended to publish a great work on anatomy in collaboration
with Marco Antonio della Torre of Pavia, but this project was
abandoned owing to the death of his co-worker. It is only within
recent years that the value of Leonardo's contribution to anatomy
has been fully appreciated. He made hundreds of sketches and
manuscript notes, many of which are preserved in the Royal
Library at Windsor, and have only recently appeared in print.2
This apostle of naturalism in art must also be regarded as a leading
pioneer in anatomy.
The Truth about Anatomy.    Andreas Vesalius
The foremost anatomist of the Renaissance, and indeed of
all time, was ANDREAS VESALIUS (1514-64).3 A native of Brussels,
he belonged to a medical family. His father was apothecary to
the Emperor Charles V, and his grandfather, great-grandfather,
and great-great-grandfather had all been medical men of good
standing.4
Young Andreas, we are told, dissected dogs, mice, and other
small animals, an approach to medicine which has been adopted
by many a boy since then. He received a good education at the
University of Louvain, learning not only Greek and Latin but
also some Hebrew and Arabic* Thence he proceeded to Paris
to study medicine. Among his teachers there were Sylvius and
Guinther, anatomists of the old school, each with a great reputa-
tion. JACOBUS SYLVIUS (Jacques Dubois, 1478-1555), although an
excellent teacher, was so close a follower of Galen that when he
found any anatomical structure which did not conform to Galen's
description, he alleged that the human body must have become
changed since Galen's time. Cardan tells us that Sylvius taught
from " fragments tof dog's limbs,'* and that he omitted the difficult
parts of anatomy from his lectures. (It was not he, but another
of the same name, professor at Leydea a century later, who first
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